Asha Akosua Ellison-Tyler
September 17, 1978 - June 11, 2018

Asha Akosua Ellison-Tyler affectionately known as “Asha” or “Lil Bit”, was born on
September 17th, 1978, in New York City. Asha lived with her family in Blythewood, South
Carolina and died peacefully at home on June 11, 2018. Asha was 39 at the time of her
death.
Asha was born to Margaret McKenzie and John Ellison at The New York Infirmary in New
York City. Asha was the older sister to two brothers, Shaka and Patrick. She attended
Howard University and Potomac College, where she earned her Bachelor of Science
degree in Accounting. In 1999, Asha met the love of her life, Clint Tyler. They had their
beautiful daughter, Aulani Christine Tyler, in 2004, and moved from Washington D.C. to
Blythewood, South Carolina, in 2011.
Asha loved reading, music, singing, comic books and seafood, which is how her husband
won her over when they first met. He took her to Phillip’s Restaurant in Washington, D.C.,
where they gorged themselves on seafood. Asha was known for her random seafood
concoctions (experiments!), relentless comic book debates, endless lectures on life, and
unprovoked but always perfectly timed, “I love yous!”
Thinking about Asha, you can’t help but think about her infectious smile, which was so
very contagious. She loved her brothers and never forgot their birthdays. She was the
timekeeper, reminding her Mother of her sons’ birth dates, and her wedding anniversary.
Asha would always call her family, eliciting help from her husband and daughter, and sing
them Happy Birthday on their birthday.
Asha was the ultimate sister anyone could ever ask for: funny, witty, charming, a delight to
be around, but you had better not mess with her brothers! Even though she was tiny, the
smallest of the three, she was always the one who would come after anyone who even
looked at her brothers the wrong way. Growing up, she would take her little brother Shaka
everywhere she went and fuss with him when he complained about anything. When
Patrick aced his PSAT, and was asked what he wanted as a reward, he wanted to go see

his sister in Washington.
One of her biggest delights was teaching The Children’s Moments in church. One
particular Sunday Asha was scheduled to lead the children’s moment and had not
reviewed her lesson the day before. Clint remembered Asha studied the lesson in the car
on the way to church, walked in five minutes before time to start, and conducted the
lesson as if she had rehearsed it for days. That was the gift she had. She was intelligent,
she was bright, and she was loved by all who knew her. But most of all, Asha loved God,
who has now embraced her in his fold.
Asha was the daughter you would want. According to her mother, Margaret, she would
always come through the back door into the house, throw open her arms, jump up the
steps and say, “Ta-daa! I’m here!” They enjoyed fun times sitting by the pool in the
summer, eating barbecue chicken, watermelon, and water, served by Dad Patrick. Little
brother Patrick would be bouncing on the float, making waves and splashing them with
water while Asha screamed for him to stop.
Asha dived into life; she loved life. You could count on her. She was dependable. Her
brothers treated her like the princess she was and adored her. Sometimes they passed
her around like a doll - the football player, the basketball player, and Lil Bit – but she
wouldn’t have had it any other way.
Asha is survived by her husband Clint, her daughter Aulani, her parents Margaret and
Patrick McKenzie and John Ellison, brothers Shaka and Patrick, her Uncle George and
numerous extended family members.
A service for Asha will be held at 2 o’clock Tuesday, June 19th at Trinity United Methodist
Church, 90 Boney Rd., Blythewood, SC with Pastor Clyde Scott and Pastor Jo Ann Mann
officiating. The family will receive friends Monday evening from 5 until 7 o’clock at Shives
Funeral Home, Trenholm Road Chapel, 7600 Trenholm Road Ext., Columbia.

Events
JUN
18

Visitation

05:00PM - 07:00PM

Shives Funeral Home, Trenholm Road Chapel
7600 Trenholm Road Extension, Columbia, SC, US, 29223

JUN
19

Service

02:00PM

Trinity United Methodist Church
90 Boney Road, Blythewood, SC, US, 29016

Comments

“

Heartfelt condolences from all of us at the Blythewood Library. We will miss one of
our greatest readers!
The staff @ Blythewood Library on McNulty St

Angela Webster - June 19, 2018 at 03:04 PM

“

Florist Choice Bouquet was purchased for the family of Asha Akosua Ellison-Tyler.

June 19, 2018 at 08:57 AM

“

Yalonda, SGT Onyango, JJ, CPTs Brouthers & Meade, 1SG James purchased the
Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum for the family of Asha Akosua Ellison-Tyler.

Yalonda, SGT Onyango, JJ, CPTs Brouthers & Meade, 1SG James - June 18, 2018 at 02:49 PM

“

Globalpundits purchased the Country Basket Blooms for the family of Asha Akosua
Ellison-Tyler.

Globalpundits - June 18, 2018 at 02:26 PM

“

56 files added to the album LifeTributes

Shives Funeral Home - June 18, 2018 at 11:51 AM

“

From Hope Ashmeade &family purchased the Grande Gourmet Fruit Basket for the
family of Asha Akosua Ellison-Tyler.

Hope Ashmeade - June 18, 2018 at 11:11 AM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Asha Akosua Ellison-Tyler.

June 18, 2018 at 10:55 AM

“

Asha, Asha, Asha, what a beautiful and unique name. This name is in unison to the
person who is now an angel. I was honored to have met and become a part of her
life, through my childhood friends, Margaret and George. Asha was adorned with a
huge and infectious smile. To know her was to love her. I admired the strong bond
she shared with her Mom and the playful antics she experienced with her brothers.
One memory I will always carry when she declared to me one day “I want you to be
my Aunty”. I sincerely promised her I would. A beautiful soul will never be forgotten.
Her amazing daughter Lanie will be surrounded by love. Darling, Asha, Sleep in
Peace.
Our earthly loss is always a heavenly gain
Although our hearts hurt and mourn in humanly pain
The fact still remains the same
That Heaven Has Gained more Love
To sprinkle down from above
– Antonio Talbert
From: Hope Ashmeade

Hope Ashmeade - June 18, 2018 at 09:54 AM

“

Mosaic of Memories Square Easel Wreath was purchased for the family of Asha
Akosua Ellison-Tyler.

June 17, 2018 at 04:21 PM

“

I knew Asha before she was born because I was a close friend of her parents John
and Margaret.
My family and I are in shock to learn of her passing so suddenly.
The Waugh family sends their deepest condolences to AulanI and the family. We
understand Asha was planning a trip to NY with Aulani this summer. We would.like to
extend our invitation to make this dream come true.
My children and I feel that is the least we can do in Asha's memory.
Rest well Asha.
Lorna Johnson Waugh

Lorna Johnson - June 17, 2018 at 10:26 AM

“

Magnificent Life Spray was purchased for the family of Asha Akosua Ellison-Tyler.

June 16, 2018 at 08:15 AM

“

Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of Asha Akosua Ellison-Tyler.

June 16, 2018 at 04:35 AM

“

Lavender Reflections Spray was purchased for the family of Asha Akosua EllisonTyler.

June 15, 2018 at 08:53 PM

“

Lavender Reflections Spray was purchased for the family of Asha Akosua EllisonTyler.

June 15, 2018 at 12:19 PM

“

Laura B. purchased the Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum for the family of Asha Akosua
Ellison-Tyler.

Laura B. - June 15, 2018 at 10:03 AM

“

Margaret,
I am so so very sorry. Asha was a beautiful girl with a beautiful smiles. I always
enjoyed that everytime she saw me, she gave me a hug. In the days ahead, please
don't hesitate to call on your friends.
Love ya,
Lyn Mueller

Lyn Mueller - June 13, 2018 at 11:04 AM

“

I am glad I got a chance to meet you. I will never forget that beautiful smile and hearty
laugh, sweet and warm personality. RIP Asha.
Ms. Rosetta
Rosetta - June 18, 2018 at 12:05 PM

