Mr. Donald C. Capps
August 30, 1928 - November 6, 2019

Donald C. Capps, 91, passed away from a short illness on November 6, 2019. Born on
August 30, 1928, he was the 11th and last surviving child of the late Julius Walter Capps
and Minnie Viola Snipes Capps. Due to vision problems, he attended the South Carolina
School for the Deaf and Blind. He later transferred to Mullins High School and graduated
in 1946. Capps enrolled in Draughon’s Business College in Columbia and, after
graduation, joined Colonial Life and Accident Insurance Company. He remained with
Colonial Life for almost 40 years until his retirement.
Capps married the late Betty Capps in 1949 and they remained happily married until her
death in 2018. Don and Betty had two children, the late Helen Elizabeth Capps Holdcraft
and Donald Craig Capps. In addition to his son, Craig, Capps is survived by three
grandchildren, Aaron Holdcraft, Michael Holdcraft, Laura Holdcraft Setters and four great
grandchildren, Brooke Holdcraft, Mason Setters, Elizabeth Setters and Juliet Setters. He
is also survived by Laura’s husband, David Setters, and Aaron’s wife, Jaimie Unitus
Holdcraft, as well as numerous nieces and nephews.
Capps was a member of Kilbourne Park Baptist Church for 65 years. At various times over
the years, Don served as a Deacon at the Church and Chairman of the Finance
Committee. Don and Betty attended church faithfully until failing health prevented their
attendance.
Along with his wife, Betty, Don was a dedicated member of the National Federation of the
Blind and worked tirelessly for 65 years to improve the quality of life for blind persons in
South Carolina and throughout the United States and world. As part of his advocacy work,
Don and Betty traveled to all 50 states and several foreign countries. He served as
President of the National Federation of the Blind of South Carolina for over 30 years and
as an officer of the National Federation of the Blind for over 50 years. In addition, he was
a United States delegate to the International Federation of the Blind and attended
conventions in Egypt, Spain and Australia. Don served on the Board of Directors for the
South Carolina School for the Deaf and Blind from 1981 to 2005. One of his proudest

achievements was his role in the creation of the Rocky Bottom Retreat and Conference
Center of the Blind in the mountains of Pickens County.
Don and Betty’s volunteer work for the blind was the result of their compassion, desire to
improve the quality of life for blind persons and their deep Christian faith. Although he did
not do this advocacy work for recognition or awards, Don received many awards over the
years, including the following: Honorary Doctorate in Public Service from the University of
South Carolina in 2001, Handicapped Person of the Year by both the City of Columbia and
the State of
South Carolina in 1965 and Outstanding Leader in Education Award given by the National
School Public Relations Association in 1994. Along with his beloved Betty, they received
the Order of the Palmetto in 2000, the highest honor bestowed by the State of South
Carolina. In addition, Don and Betty were honored in 2001 by the South Carolina General
Assembly with the adoption of a concurrent resolution by the House of Representatives
and the Senate for their service to the blind of South Carolina.
Don’s funeral will be held at 2 o’clock, Monday, November 11, 2019 at Kilbourne Park
Baptist Church, 4205 Kilbourne Road, Columbia with the Reverend Terry Smoak
officiating. The family will receive friends at the church prior to the service, beginning at
12:30 in the Annie Green Building. Burial will be held at 2 o’clock, Tuesday, November 12,
2019 at Red Hill Memorial Gardens, 1932 Old Stage Road, Mullins, SC. Shives Funeral
Home, Trenholm Road Chapel, is assisting the family.
In lieu of flowers, living memorials may be made to the Federation Center of the Blind, 119
South Kilbourne Road, Columbia, SC 29205.

Events
NOV
11

Visitation

12:30PM - 01:45PM

Annie Green Building
4205 Kilbourne Road, Columbia, SC, US, 29206

NOV
11

Funeral Service

02:00PM

Kilbourne Park Baptist Church
4205 Kilbourne Park Road, Columbia, SC, US, 29206

NOV
12

Graveside Service

02:00PM

Red Hill Memorial Gardens
1932 Old Stage Road, Mullins, US, 29574

Comments

“

To The Capps Family,
I know this is weeks after Mr. Don's passing to heaven to be with Ms. Betty but I still
want to take moment to express my sympathy and to let you know I totally
understand what great humanitarians Mr and Mrs Capps were to so many people
and especially with and for the blind of South Carolina, the United States and the
world.
As a young boy growing up in Columbia I had the opportunity to know Mr & Mrs
Capps all my life. They were always busy and hard workers around the clock day
after day after day.Working with ceaseless energy in efforts to improve life for the
blind. My father and mother, Mr & Mrs. MB Shaw, Jr. (Vera and Red) worked with
them many hours over the years and I remember so many meetings I attended with
them as a young boy. As I got older I was fortunate enough to spend many days at
Rocky Bottom Camp for the Blind and have many fond memories from there also...I
know it is a sad time for your family but I also know through their strong Christian
faith you will survive this time and be stronger for it. I am praying for all of you each
day. God Bless.
Marion Shaw
Aynor, South Carolina

Marion Shaw - December 01, 2019 at 08:31 PM

“

Craig, Laura, and family. My heart aches for all of you as your mourn Don's passing.
He was my second father growing up, as Beth and I were inseparable. He and Betty
tolerated our late night giggling, our back-yard clubhouse, and the delightful "tree
house" Belmont-off-Broadway productions we put on with you, Craig. I loved visiting
with Don and Betty when I'd visit my Dad, and I will miss those talks. I truly enjoyed
working with him at Colonial during my brief 5-year tenure.
I imagine him now seeing Betty, Beth, and all of his family and pray God brings you
and yours comfort in this time of sadness. I cannot make it from Dallas to be with you
Monday, but I will be with you in spirit.
With love: Karen and Rick Morris, David R. Hubbard, and C. David Hubbard.

Karen Morris - November 08, 2019 at 06:07 PM

“

Beverly and I want to extend our deepest sympathies on Dr. Capps' passing. We
both have fond memories of him and will always remember his steady presence and
determined spirit. We will both be remembering your entire family in our prayers in
the days and weeks to come.
Sincerely,
Jamie and Beverly Allison, Gaffney SC

Jamie Allison - November 08, 2019 at 10:12 AM

“

The entire Cherokee county chapter of the National Federation of the Blind extends
our deepest condolences on the passing of Dr. Capps. His spirit and presence will be
sorely missed, but we are also thankful that he is reunited with Betty and other loved
ones and no longer bound by the physical limitations of the mortal body. We lament
that we are unable to send a representative to his services, however, our members
are all either dealing with family sickness or had other standing commitments that
had to be honored. Know that we will be remembering all of you in our prayers over
the coming weeks.

Jamie Allison - November 08, 2019 at 10:09 AM

