Mrs. Gloria Jean Hollister
September 13, 1930 - September 28, 2021

Gloria Jean Hollister died peacefully on September 28. She was 91 years of age.
She was born Gloria Jean Rippey on September 13, 1930, in Orlinda, TN to Henry Hatton
and Virginia (Harper) Rippey. Known to her immediate family as Jean, she spent her early
years with her large extended family in rural Tennessee. Due to her father’s ill health and
the promise of education and employment, she left home in 1946 to live in Cleveland, OH
with her aunt and uncle. While working at the Lewis Flight Propulsion Laboratory in
Cleveland, she met and later married her husband of 64 years, Donald Paul Hollister. After
marriage in 1954, they moved to Akron, OH to start a family, welcoming the birth of their
two sons. In 1962 they moved to Asheville, NC where they welcomed their third child, a
daughter, in 1965. While in Asheville, they were founding members Berean Gospel
Church and later served as active members of Temple Baptist Church. She worked for
Sears in Asheville, where she retired after 24 years. After living and serving in the
Asheville area for nearly 50 years, they moved to Columbia, SC in 2010 to be closer to
their daughter and two grandsons. She enjoyed the community of Northeast Presbyterian
Church, particularly the Julia Vanderpool Quilters. Following the death of her husband in
2019, she continued to live independently until recent months.
Gloria is survived by her two sons, David (Sherry) of Snellville, GA, and Daniel (Tam) of
Washington, DC; her daughter, Donna Lehman (Jim) of Columbia; two grandsons, Alex
and Bradley, both of Columbia; her sister, Margaret Parker of Indianapolis, IN; a sister-inlaw, Mary Beth Sargent of Nashville; as well as nieces and nephews. She was preceded
in death by her husband, Don; her brother, Henry of Akron; and a brother, Robert of
Indianapolis.
Gloria’s faith in God was reflected in all that she did. She will be greatly missed by her
family and those who knew her. She always became a caring friend to anyone she met
and will be remembered by them for her loving kindness and sweet spirit.
In lieu of flowers, memorial gifts can be made to Northeast Presbyterian Church

Benevolence Fund in Columbia, SC and the Temple Baptist Church Missions Fund in
Asheville, NC. The family would especially like to thank the many caregivers of Wildewood
Downs Skilled Nursing for their compassionate care offered to Gloria and the family during
her final months.
The graveside service for Mrs. Hollister will be at 1 o’clock on Thursday, September 30th,
at Fort Jackson National Cemetery, 4170 Percival Road, Columbia, SC 29229. Shives
Funeral Home, Trenholm Road Chapel, is assisting the family.
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Comments

“

Gloria joined our quilting group (The Julie Vanderpool Quilters of NEPC) in February
2017. As I remember, she had expressed to Donna an interest in quilting again. So,
Donna brought her to visit to "try us out" and she became a beloved member/Mom to
us. If she had done nothing more than sit at the table and share her wonderful smile,
she would have made an impact. But she was eager to participate in every part of
our work and enjoyed bringing in her "show and tell" from time to time. We loved her
and are thankful that God chose to send her our way.
Love, Cathy Tisdale

Cathy Tisdale - September 28 at 05:18 PM

