Mr. Larry Michael Corley
November 19, 1943 - May 19, 2019

Larry Michael Corley, of Blythewood, South Carolina, lived 75½ years, full throttle all the
way. He appreciated every little thing in life. His infectious smile made him easy to love,
and he never met a joke he didn’t like. Hilariously, in response to “How are you,” he’d grin
and quip, “Beyond reproach!”
His children and grandchildren remember hearing often a few things from him:
-Put it back like you found it, and in the same condition.
-Don’t take a risk you can’t afford to lose.
-Grease makes the earth spin.
-He who is satisfied as a mere observer forfeits his rights as a critic.
-I’m so proud of you.
-We’ll see ya. I love ya.
Larry’s faith shaped his entire life. Raised at St. Michael’s Lutheran Church in Irmo, he
came to know God’s unconditional love and unfathomable grace. His young adult years
were spent leading Methodist Youth Fellowship groups and later chairing councils and
serving on committees at Trinity United Methodist Church in Blythewood, where his own
family grew up. Later, he helped develop Breath of Life Lutheran Church and gave his
energy and heart to it. Ultimately, he returned with Bo to Trinity, but also enjoyed the
fellowship of friends in several Bible studies, covering John, Daniel and Revelation in the
last year.
Larry designed and built the family lake house and was remembered well for his eccentric
fashion style during construction. He was especially adept on the water, in any boat, and
particularly on a ski. The grandkids talk about how he would stand on the dock, one foot in
the ski and one in the air, and have the driver of the boat gun it, pulling him full force onto
the water on that one ski, tricking his way over the wake. He last slalom skiing was at
nearly 70 years old, and by that time, he had taught well over 50 kids how to ski over the
years. At every lake gathering, he was the creator and chief distributor of Banana Cherry
Ice Cream, and it might have been the very best ice cream ever. Everybody loved to hang

out at the Lake Place and felt fully welcomed and at home.
He loved so many things: his orange Kubota tractor; his work at Columbia Supply
Company, SCE&G and International Paper, as well as the relationships he had through his
work; piddling in his shed; making natural art, writing poems and doing watercolor; many
chickens, Gamecocks and one very old, very blind rooster; watching things sprout in his
garden and nurturing blueberry bushes, plum trees and muscadine vines; checking fence
lines, even when he knew they were fine; popping wheelies on his four wheeler and
checking its RPMs; his fishing shack in Beaufort and riding around under the moss
covered trees in the golf cart with as much family as would fit in tow; his old blue truck;
walks on every inch of the compound; a good birddog on point; splitting firewood as
relaxation; a good poker hand and a better poker face; standing on the porch listening to
the rain; hot sauce on everything; zinnias shared in McDonald’s plastic cups; stalking
squirrels and being a super sharp shooter with his bow and arrow; and most of all, he
loved Bo and his family, who adored him right back.
Larry loved the most, and was loved the best, by his “Pretty Girl,” Bo/Mary Ellen Corley.
They were perfectly content, whether they were dancing the night away to their favorite
shag music or just sitting in their recliners watching his new favorite show, Let’s Make a
Deal. He always loved Bo to the farthest extreme, as evidenced by the early trade in of his
1957 Corvette Convertible, in order to have start up money for their marriage. Most days,
he still said it was a good trade! He spent a little time every afternoon being the very best
ever McDonald’s half-and-half-tea-with-an-extra-cup-of-ice deliveryman. Always, they
knew the good stuff.
He leaves a long line of people who love him: his loving wife of 54 years, whom he called
“Pretty Girl,” and she called him her “Silly Boy”; his adoring daughter, Mikki Gay, her
husband, Bob Gay, and their children, Robert, Leighton, Grant (Pam LaBelle, Jetson) and
John (Jenny Gay, Xavier); his best buddy and son, Chris Corley, his wife, Sharon Coleman
Corley, and their children, Gunter, Wren and Cread; his siblings—Ozzie Corley (Gini),
Linda Anderson (Tripp), and Gregg Corley (Kim); siblings-in-law—Debbie McNair, Jeannie
Blume (Sammy), and L.A. Mosley, who predeceased him; nieces, nephews, cousins and
other extended family, and a whole heap of friends that feel like family. Raised as second
oldest of four siblings, Larry was loved by his father, Malcolm Corley, and his mother,
Elizabeth Dreher Corley Gibson. We are all pretty sure, as Larry was, that he was robbed
of about 10 good years, after Cancer claimed his earthly life. But in classic Larry style, he
did not let it defeat him. He was the best-looking bald dude, and his favorite chemo
treatment shirt read, “Fighting Cancer, doing chemo and still this sexy!”

The family will receive visitors at Trinity United Methodist Church on Wednesday, May 22,
at 1:00 pm, with his Celebration of Life to follow at 2:00 pm, led by Pastors Clyde Scott
and Jack Younts. His services will conclude there. If you would like to remember Larry, the
family would be most honored if you would support a cause that he and his family love:
the Beloved Ministry, a faith formation ministry for special needs children and their families
(South Carolina Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, Attention: Beloved
Ministry, 1003 Richland Street, Columbia, SC 29201).
The family would like to thank each of you for your love, support and care, today and
always. Larry might have said, “Live life full throttle, love it all and love God, cherish your
family, and…I’m saving you a spot.”

Events
MAY
22

Visitation

01:00PM - 02:00PM

Trinity United Methodist Church
90 Boney Road, Blythewood, SC, US, 29016

MAY
22

Funeral Service

02:00PM

Trinity United Methodist Church
90 Boney Road, Blythewood, SC, US, 29016

Comments

“

A tribute video has been added.

Shives Funeral Home - May 21, 2019 at 06:18 PM

“

“

So very, very sorry for your loss Bo, prayers sent for you and your family.
Mary Ann Gunter - May 23, 2019 at 01:49 PM

Dear Bo, Mickie and family,
Do know that you and your family are in our thoughts and prayers. Larry was one of
a kind and we have blessed memories of you both at Trinity. God bless.
"Huggs from the SUGGS" - David and Jean ANN

David and Jean Ann Suggs - May 22, 2019 at 06:02 PM

“

Bo and family, I am so sorry to hear about your loss, such a difficult time in your life. I
always loved your family that went to Pine View. You were just a young girl and L. A.
was special, too, as we graduated from HS school together. I know my Mother loved
all of you. Praying God's comfort will continue to cover you as you seek to help
others. Love you, Elizabeth Maples McCarty

Elizabeth McCarty - May 22, 2019 at 05:17 PM

“

One of the good guys is at rest, take care , Ronnie Roche class of 1962

Ronnie Roche - May 22, 2019 at 04:35 PM

“

I remember Larry as the crazy, cool kid in school. Quiet but mischievous, but always
a nice guy. I remember being a little jealous of him driving around in his '57 'vette .
So sorry to hear of his passing; another classmate gone. My condolences to the
entire family on your loss and many prayers offered up for comfort and healing to all.

Stan Derrick - May 22, 2019 at 01:33 PM

“

Love and prayers to you Bo.

Jane Burrus - May 21, 2019 at 10:17 PM

“

Daniel & Leslie Houser purchased the Strength & Solace Spray for the family of Mr.
Larry Michael Corley.

Daniel & Leslie Houser - May 21, 2019 at 08:37 PM

“

Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of Mr. Larry Michael Corley.

May 21, 2019 at 07:21 PM

“

So sorry for this loss. I remember BB gun fights, shooting arrows straight up out of
sight and running for shelter because we had no idea where they would land, playing
at the village and firecrackers going off too close to our hands. I worked with Larry for
many years at SCE&G. I am happy to have know him. Love to all.
Frank(ie) Bouknight

Frank(ie) Bouknight - May 21, 2019 at 06:40 PM

“

Florist Choice Bouquet was purchased for the family of Mr. Larry Michael Corley.

May 21, 2019 at 02:16 PM

“

Full Of Love Bouquet was purchased for the family of Mr. Larry Michael Corley.

May 21, 2019 at 01:26 PM

“

Pretty Please was purchased for the family of Mr. Larry Michael Corley.

May 21, 2019 at 10:55 AM

“

The Sharpe Family & Sharpe's Contracting Services purchased the Peaceful White
Lilies Basket for the family of Mr. Larry Michael Corley.

The Sharpe Family & Sharpe's Contracting Services - May 21, 2019 at 10:25 AM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of Mr. Larry Michael
Corley.

May 21, 2019 at 07:35 AM

“

Bo, I am so sorry and know that I love you! If you need to talk I am always here!
Hugs!

Ann Long - May 20, 2019 at 10:32 PM

“

Much love and many thoughts from Michael and Lyn Mueller

Michael Mueller - May 20, 2019 at 08:17 PM

“

Cindy McMahon Brown lit a candle in memory of Mr. Larry Michael Corley

Cindy McMahon Brown - May 20, 2019 at 08:06 PM

“

Claudette B, Moseley lit a candle in memory of Mr. Larry Michael Corley

Claudette B, Moseley - May 20, 2019 at 07:00 PM

“

Todd Brooks lit a candle in memory of Mr. Larry Michael Corley

Todd Brooks - May 20, 2019 at 06:32 PM

“

Don (Donnie) Daniels, Jr. sent a virtual gift in memory of Mr. Larry Michael Corley

Don (Donnie) Daniels, Jr. - May 20, 2019 at 03:52 PM

“

Kathy Morrison lit a candle in memory of Mr. Larry Michael Corley

Kathy Morrison - May 20, 2019 at 02:48 PM

“

Will Daniels lit a candle in memory of Mr. Larry Michael Corley

Will Daniels - May 20, 2019 at 02:42 PM

“

Lynn & John Stalzer lit a candle in memory of Mr. Larry Michael Corley

Lynn & John Stalzer - May 20, 2019 at 01:07 PM

“

Ozzie And Fiji Corley lit a candle in memory of Mr. Larry Michael Corley

Ozzie and Fiji Corley - May 20, 2019 at 12:10 PM

“

Nancy Wilson lit a candle in memory of Mr. Larry Michael Corley

Nancy Wilson - May 20, 2019 at 11:19 AM

“

Don (Donnie) Daniels, Jr. lit a candle in memory of Mr. Larry Michael Corley

Don (Donnie) Daniels, Jr. - May 20, 2019 at 10:58 AM

“

Linda Daniels lit a candle in memory of Mr. Larry Michael Corley

Linda Daniels - May 20, 2019 at 08:47 AM

“

Larry was the best chemo buddy ever! I am sure when he entered the gates of
heaven the first words he heard were well done my good and faithful servant. I will
miss you very much!

Rose Butterfield - May 19, 2019 at 05:19 PM

