Dr. William J. Larkin Jr
August 12, 1945 - February 18, 2014

Dr. Bill Larkin went home to be with his Lord and Savior, Messiah Jesus, on the afternoon
of February 18, 2014. He was born on August 12, 1945, in Donora, Pennsylvania, the first
child of Dr. William J. Larkin, Sr., and Margaret C. Morgan Larkin. Growing up in western
Pennsylvania (near Pittsburgh) and Chicago as the eldest of five children (three brothers
and one sister), Bill graduated from Roosevelt High School in 1963. While still in high
school, Bill received his call from the Lord to full-time Christian service (Isaiah 6:8). In
preparation to fulfill this calling, he attended Wheaton College (Wheaton, IL), graduating in
1967 with a BA in history. Bill completed his Bachelor’s of Divinity at Princeton Theological
Seminary in 1970 and was ordained in the United Presbyterian Church, the denomination
in which his father served for almost 60 years. During his time at Princeton, Bill studied
under Bruce Metzger, whose close work with the Greek New Testament would challenge
him to pursue doctoral studies. Following graduation from seminary, Bill married fellow
Wheaton graduate, Edna Ruth Dennis, and they spent their first year of marriage serving
in the Olney Presbyterian Church of Philadelphia, with Bill working as assistant pastor to
Rev. Fred Vogenitz. Between 1971 and 1975, Bill and Edna lived in Durham, England,
where Bill studied under distinguished New Testament professor C.K. Barrett, while Edna
taught history in a local grammar school. Bill worked tirelessly on his doctoral dissertation
arguing that Luke’s use of the Old Testament, especially the Servant song of Isaiah 53,
demonstrated that Jesus’s death was for the atonement of the sins of His people. This
marked the beginning of Bill’s lifelong work with the gospel of Luke and Luke’s second
volume, Acts. Disciplined study, careful research, depth of humility and kindness of spirit
characterized the next 38 years, as he invested in thousands of lives, serving with
distinction as Professor of New Testament and Greek at Columbia Biblical Seminary and
Graduate School of Missions in Columbia, SC. His conviction that God speaks through His
Word to all peoples in all times and cultures, calling them to bow the knee and trust in His
Son, Jesus Christ, drove Bill’s passion to teach others to read, understand, and live out
the Scriptures (Acts 16:31). Students remember him as the professor who would sit with
them at lunch and ask how they were really doing. He always had a word of
encouragement and a sweet smile, even just in passing someone on the sidewalk. Bill
was never too busy to help, and he took joy in every opportunity to serve. He held nothing

back in his service, and his love for the Lord and His Word was contagious. Bill authored
five books, of which three were commentaries on Acts, one was the exegetical method he
had crafted and refined over the years, and the other dealt with culture and biblical
hermeneutics. He co-edited a sixth book, translated the book of Acts for the New Living
Translation, wrote numerous articles and reviews, and participated in three scholarly
societies: the Evangelical Theological Society, Society of Biblical Literature, and the
Institute for Biblical Research. Bill sought to teach the principles of Biblical exegesis from
the original languages to help preachers and teachers accurately explain and apply the
Scriptures. Not only did he love training people to serve Christ all over the world, but he
also made the most of opportunities to teach in Europe, Asia, and Africa. His colleagues
remember his devotion to their common mission to know Christ and make Him known and
the joy he took in interacting with each of them in a collegial, mutually challenging and
edifying way. Deeply committed to the ministry of the local church, Bill served as a
teaching elder with the Palmetto Presbytery (Presbyterian Church in America) in several
Columbia churches (Cornerstone, Eau Claire, and Northeast) and as an adult Christian
education teacher with First Presbyterian Church (ARP) for many years. Following his
retirement in June 2013, Bill was honored to become Emeritus Professor of New
Testament and Greek with Columbia International University and Visiting Distinguished
Professor of New Testament and Missions for Erskine Theological Seminary of Columbia.
Though the invasion of pancreatic cancer meant he was not able to serve in those roles in
the capacity he had hoped, he still directed an independent study and mentored students
and faculty whenever he had a good day in between chemo and radiation treatments. As
he and his wife walked down this road, the most difficult of his life, he demonstrated
strength, dignity, and grace. He took every opportunity to share his hope in Jesus with
everyone he met, even the EMTs taking care of him in an ambulance between Columbia
and Charleston. His family is grateful to medical professionals both at MUSC (Dr. Steve
Chin, Dr. Richard Adams, Dr. Graham Warren) and in Columbia (Dr. Georges Postic, Dr.
Siri Siri) for their kindness and for the time and quality of life gained through their
treatments. Bill fought hard, and his final decline was unexpectedly rapid, but through it all
he never wavered. This trial more than anything else revealed his true character of
humble, quiet faith, resting in Jesus’s arms, and doing his utmost to serve those around
him. His wife, two children--Thomas Larkin (Rachel) and Priscilla Larkin Harris (Trevor),
two grandsons (Benjamin and Daniel Larkin), mother, four siblings, in-laws, nephews,
nieces, cousins, and other extended family members thank you for your condolences,
prayers and for your countless demonstrations of love for Bill throughout this trial.
The memorial service for Dr. Larkin will be held at 1 PM on Saturday, Feb. 22, at First
Presbyterian Church, 1324 Marion Street, Columbia, with family visitation to follow in the
Jackson Hall. Private Entombment at Greenlawn Memorial Park will precede the service.

Shives Funeral Home is assisting the family.
Memorials may be made to Columbia International University, PO Box 3122, Columbia,
SC 29230-3122, World Witness, 1 Cleveland St, Ste 220, Greenville, SC 29601, or to
Erskine Theological Seminary, PO Box 338, Due West, SC 29639.
For those unable to be present, you are invited to view the service live at http://www.firstpr
escolumbia.org/ by clicking on the “Live Services” link.
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SK

Dr. Larkin was my Academic Adviser and it is hard to imagine his absence from
the body. He worked hard to help me as an International Student seeking to serve
the Lord in my life. Years later, after I left CIU he was still there for me any time I
had a question. Goodbye my friend and mentor. By God's grace I will carry on
and will seek to invest in others as you have invested in me. See you in Glory!!!
Solomon Kendagor
Solomon Kendagor - July 08, 2014 at 09:10 PM

KJ

I attended CIU 1977-1979 and completed my M.A. in Bible in 1982. Dr. Larkin
always exhibited gentleness with strength. He was open to listen in class to a
different view of a passage, confident in his role as teacher, challenging us
always to carefully examine the scriptures. His dry sense of humor was a delight.
Kathy Lutz Johnson
Kathy Lutz Johnson - February 27, 2014 at 12:45 PM

TJ

Mrs. Larkin and family, I attended CIU from fall 1994 to winter 1996 and
graduated May 1996 from the Seminary. I had Dr. Larkin for New Testament Book
of Acts and will never forget his scholarship, diligence, humility, and kindness. He
made me feel like what I had to say or observed from Scripture was just as
important as anything he had to say or observed, even though he was the
scholar. One of the most important benefits of my leaving a full time job with a
good company to attend Columbia International University was learning from and
being around a man of his character. God give you peace during this time. And
we know we will see him again soon.
Thomas Abernethy, Jr. - February 26, 2014 at 04:14 PM

PS

Dr. Larkin graced my wife and me with a deeper love of God's Word and with a
deeper commitment to teach/preach that Word in our ministry over the years
wherever He has taken us in God's world. We have been formed by God through
Dr. Larkin. Whenever we saw him on campus during our visits to CIU over the
years, Dr. Larkin was always the gracious and interested one in both how we
were doing and where we were serving.
Paul Sinclair, M.Div (1983), D.Min (2008)(CIU)
Milwaukee Rescue Mission
Milwaukee, WI
Paul Sinclair - February 25, 2014 at 07:36 AM

DK

"wjl" (as he signed himself in every email to me) was, along with Dr. Darrell Bock,
the most dependable member of my steering committee for the Synoptic Gospels
Study Session of the Evangelical Theological Society since it began in 1999,
suggesting ideas for the session and evaluating proposed papers to the ETS.
He apologized for not taking part in last November's Evangelical Theological
Society meeting in Baltimore. That was when I learned he had pancreatic cancer.
I did not realize it was so serious, so I thought, as one that had prostate cancer
eight years ago, that he would recover. But I guess pancreatic cancer is more
serious than prostate cancer and the cure rate is not nearly as high.
I retired as chair of the Synoptic Gospels Study Session of the ETS just this year
when I turned 80. But I didn't realize that he was a fellow Wheaton College grad.,
that he met his wife at Wheaton College as I did, and that he got his doctorate
under Dr. C. K. Barrett at Durham University in England. Often we learn things we
didn't know about a person when he's gone from us.
Bill was always a most gracious and responsible Christian professor and scholar.
I will always remember him as exemplifying Christian character.
Bill, you will be always remembered most positively on earth as you enjoy
heaven's benefits now and your Lord's presence and love.
Dr. Leslie Robert Keylock
Dr. Leslie Robert Keylock - February 24, 2014 at 12:31 PM

PH

Thank you, Dr. Keylock. My dad really enjoyed his involvement with ETS over the
years. We feel he left us too soon--he has so much more he wanted to do and so
much to offer--and we miss him terribly, but we know he is rejoicing in the Lord's
presence and has left us an incredible legacy which we hope to honor. I made a
mistake in his obituary in saying he wrote 3 commentaries on Acts. It was actually just
2, with one on Ephesians (which was more of a textual handbook on the Greek), and
he wanted to write one on Luke, among other book projects he had in mind. The main
thing was living for Jesus, though, which he did admirably throughout his life and
especially throughout his battle with this brutal cancer. He had 9 months after the
diagnosis, and he lived those beautifully. He did so well we thought he would live the
maximum "prognosis allowance" of 5 years, but the Lord had other plans. Thank you
again for your kind words. The Lord bless you.
-Priscilla Larkin Harris
Priscilla Larkin Harris - February 24, 2014 at 06:58 PM

EV

Dr. Larkin was my professor for Acts-Revelation and for the Book of Romans.
From his classes I learned how to study the Word in such a way that it has been
and continues to be life-changing. I owe my ability to teach from the New
Testament to Dr. Larkin. The principles I learned in Dr. Larkin's classes have not
only equipped me but have been passed on to others in my Bible teaching
overseas. The thanks, that have come my way for any Bible teaching God has
entrusted to me, I pass on to God and to professors like Dr. Larkin who poured
out their lives into the lives of us students. The yield will continue to grow.
Maxine Elizabeth Jennings Evans CIU 1985
Evans - February 24, 2014 at 08:21 AM

JC

By his lifestyle, Dr. Larkin challenged me to walk closely with the Lord and in His
word. His sincerity, concern and kindness ran very deep. His love for God's Word
was inspiring. He set a high standard of excellence as a committed teacher and
his impact will be felt for a long time.
Joe Copeland CIU 1979
Joe Copeland - February 23, 2014 at 02:36 PM

LZ

Dr Larkin was my Greek teacher at CIU. He was a humble, godly scholar and never
sought praise for himself. He was demanding and fair. How an average student like me
could learn Greek was a miracle and it was due to Bill's patience and skills in teaching.
He loved Christ and it shined through him. I use his methodology in preparing sermons
and feel like I had a top notch education at CIU in part due to him.
Leroy Zumack M Div 1982
Leroy Zumack - February 28, 2014 at 03:06 AM

KD

When a man is full of the Spirit of Christ, those around him are blessed. I had only
2 classes with Dr. Larkin during my time at CIU...never spent any significant time
with him personally, but nonetheless was significantly impacted by the example of
his life and the aroma of Christ in him...so evident. So thankful for his life. God
bless his dear wife, children, grandchildren, mother and family.
Kristie Korcha DeVries - February 22, 2014 at 01:54 PM

JK

As a student at CIU, Dr Larkin was a kind and effective teacher. One lesson he
taught that I will never forget and still try to apply is, "Don't fit the time to the task,
but fit the task to the time." As a busy student, this gave hope that I could use my
time more effectively and still do quality work. After graduation, my wife and I
stayed in touch with Bill and Edna, and visited them when in Columbia. They
were always gracious hosts, and it was so good to catch up with them. Despite
his heavy workload, he always made time to be a friend and mentor. Both as a
student and a friend, I am grateful for the life and ministry of Bill Larkin, and I look
forward to seeing him again on the other bank of the Jordan. God bless and
comfort you Edna, Priscilla, and Thomas.
Jerry Kotyuk - February 22, 2014 at 11:52 AM

YD

"One Saturday before Father's Day many year's ago I had the pleasure of being
introduced to Dr. Larkin's wife Edna's at Belk's in Columbia. I studied Greek and
NT under Dr. Larkin while serving as a Senior Pastor and worked toward earning
a Masters of Divinity from CIU. He gifted me books from his collection of books
and often sit with me in the lunch room at CIU. He even took the time to attend
my husband's funeral in 2002 after I requested him to share at the service. He
had such a gentle spirit and smile. Dr Larkin walked the walk and talked the talk
of the Gospel. he was such a wonderful mentor and teacher whom I will miss on
my visits to CIU. His kind and sweet spirit I will always remember. "
Yvonne Derrick-Mebane
Yvonne Derrick-Mebane - February 22, 2014 at 11:08 AM

WA

When my wife Carol and I arrived in Columbia 18 years ago, we were looking for
a place to worship and visited Bill and Edna's church. After the service, walking to
our car, we heard footsteps behind us and our names being called. It was Bill who
invited us our for lunch with his wife Edna, Priscilla and Thomas. We never forgot
it, and the kind and thoughtful gesture was so much like the Larkins, who turned
out to be our neighbors! Bill became a colleague, mentor and friend as I began
teaching at CIU. He was a scholar with a pastor's heart who taught me much
about careful preparation, but most important, about loving students and treating
everyone with respect. We will greatly miss him but know he is in a better place,
rejoicing with the One he loved, and served so faithfully.
warrenlarson - February 22, 2014 at 09:43 AM

DD

Following my 25 years church planting and pastoral ministry in England, I found a
great affinity with Dr Larkin's 'England connection', when in 1998, I pursued MA
Missions with an Islamic concentration. His contextualization classes challenged
my 52 year old mind, but I could not get enough of his Luke / Acts teaching and
ministry depth!
Thank you, Sir, for helping me implement Acts 17:26-27 into our current ministry
www.whosmyneighbor.org
My sincere condolences and prayers for the entire Family Circle on this tragic
loss. May we all experience His comfort at this time, '...thus we shall always be
with the Lord. Therefore comfort one another with these words.' 1 Thessalonians
4:17,18.
David 'Syd' Doyle - February 22, 2014 at 09:30 AM

RC

With much sorrow and yet with joy in the hope of Christ, we say good bye to a
fine friend, mentor, professor, encourager, scholar and lover of God. He consoled
me in my struggles as a young, 22 year old seminary student not knowing where I
was headed, then he supported me in my ministry on the college campus and
finally as we became "seminary colleagues," he continued to encourage me in all
of my endeavors. All the while, he exhibited his characteristic humility, holiness,
love for his savior and pursuit of Biblical excellence in his field. We will miss you
Dr. Larkin!
Rod Culbertson - February 21, 2014 at 09:41 PM

CP

We have very fond memories of Bill as a friend, colleague and brother in Christ.
The days we spent when he came to Portugal to teach in the master's program of
the Portuguese Bible Institute were special and unforgettable. All of his
Portuguese students were so appreciative of his humble spirit and scholarly
expertise.
Edna, Thomas and Priscilla, we send you our love and you are in our prayers at
this time. We will always remember Bill and want to participate in a memorial in
his name at CIU..
Ken and Cathy Phillips
Cathy Phillips - February 21, 2014 at 06:18 PM



Sacred Cross Bouquet was purchased for the family of Dr.
William J. Larkin Jr.

February 21, 2014 at 03:07 PM

DK

We send our deepest condolences to Edna and the children and their families. Dr.
Larkin was a true man of God who led others into deeper knowledge and
understanding of God and the Scriptures, and a deeper walk with God. On a
lighter note, we will always remember something he said to us several weeks
after his first child was born: "Now I have seen all 24 hours of the day." We
laughed a lot about that. He loved being a father and husband! May the Holy
Spirit comfort the family as they mourn the loss of this wonderful man.
Jerry and Debbie Kotyuk
Debbie and Jerry Kotyuk - February 21, 2014 at 10:27 AM

GC

Truly a Godly man. A gentleman in every sense of the word. The consummate
scholar. A friend. A counselor. One whose passion for God, truth, his beloved
family and this lost world never wavered. I am only one of hundreds (thousands?)
whose life and ministry was enriched by the words and example of this
remarkable brother.
One funny story. A number of years ago I had the privilege of preaching a few
sermons when Dr. Larkin was in the audience. When I shared with someone how
intimidating it was to have this scholar whose commentaries I studied sitting in
one of the pews, but particularly when he would lower his head and seemingly
look toward the floor; the friend's response was, "You are okay as long as he
doesn't start shaking his head back and forth, but if you see him doing that you
better just close in prayer and go home--you will indeed have uttered something
either heretical or completely in left field." Whether Dr. Larkin ever shook his head
that way I guess I'll never know in this life. I was too much of a coward to ever
look toward his pew again following that first unsettling glance.
Thanks for 40 years of example, good and faithful servant. May God grant your
beautiful family much comfort, grace and strength.
George Crow
George Crow - February 21, 2014 at 08:53 AM

JW

The kindness, gentleness and humility Dr. Larkin shared demonstrated Christ's
Spirit working mightily through Him to make much of Christ. May the Spirit's
comfort and peace be felt to the family as their mourn but also rejoice that Bill is
now staring into the face of his Lord and Savior.
Jay Wingard - February 21, 2014 at 07:59 AM

CL

I was a dual degree advisee under Dr. Larkin. One day I was informed that the
registrar's office had no record of my dual degree which I had completed around
two years earlier. In a moment of panic I contacted my advisor, Dr. Larkin who
told me to come by his office. Upon my arrival, he pulled out his giant binder filled
with all his advisees paper work. With no indexes he immediately turned right to
the form that I needed, pulled it from it's sleeve and handed it to me. "Is this what
you needed?" Of course it was. Then again, that is who Dr. Larkin was, a servant,
always wanting to help in any way he can. Through my years as his advisee, he
guided me through the process, sometimes taking up to 3 hours to walk through
my requirements making sure I took all the necessary classes. In humility, he
always asked if I thought he was the right professor to advise me (being dual
degree, he wanted to ensure I was getting the best advice). He was always
available to me, offering words of encouragement, prayer, and sometimes kind
rebuke when I was falling off track. I was so incredibly blessed to be his advisee,
and student in Greek and New Testament. While I was not the best pupil, Dr.
Larkin was an incredible professor who displayed such diligence in the Word and
in life devoting so much to God's Word. He has set the example of the balance of
scholarship with humility and grace. And I know he loved teaching his students,
imparting the years of experience and study to the next generation of church
leaders. Of course, he was also a model of devotion to family. During one night in
Greek, he shared how he missed his wife who was out of town, and jokingly
asked for prayer as he was charged with keeping all the plants alive. I am so
thankful to have studied under such a man of Godly character and integrity. While
there is sadness at his passing, there is great rejoicing in heaven as another saint
is welcomed into the arms of our Savior. "Well, done good and faithful servant."
Christopher Leiby - February 21, 2014 at 07:14 AM

KJ

Matt 25:21 " His lord said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant; you were
faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler over many things. Enter into the joy
of your lord.’"
There are many memories given to me by Dr Larkin from classes, working
security, and one on one conversations. Thank You Very Much! I will always
cherish and be thankful for these memories. Some of my best years were at CIU,
and Dr Larkin is one of the reasons. 2Tim 4: 7-8 "I have fought the good fight, I
have finished the race, I have kept the faith. Henceforth there is laid up for me the
crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will award to me on
that Day, and not only to me but also to all who have loved his appearing."
Kevin St John
kevin st john - February 21, 2014 at 05:13 AM

AC

We in Portugal are sorry for This so early departure. We were so happy for his
Love for The Lord and The christians in so many parts.
António Calaim - February 21, 2014 at 04:16 AM

JE

I had one class with Dr. Larkin--Understanding Cultures and Worldviews--and I
appreciated his great knowledge, his practical applications, and his humility.
John Edwards - February 21, 2014 at 03:27 AM

FC

I am so grateful to have known Dr. Larkin and to have had the privilege of being
one of his students. He had a love for God's Word and an earnest desire to
handle it faithfully that was infectious. He was so kind and patient. My life and my
family are richer for having known him. Thank you God for Bill Larkin.
Fred Cornelison, Augusta, GA
Fred Cornelison - February 20, 2014 at 09:42 PM

AN

Dr. Larkin, you were undoubtedly a great man, a great mind, and a great mentor!
You will be greatly missed. News of your death brought both sadness and hope to
us. You will be greatly missed by many because you are no longer with us.
However, you continue to exist in many other places; in the hearts and minds of
the many lives you touched while you were with us. We are very confident that
although you are now in a "Dreamless sleep", some day soon you shall awaken
to join with your brethren and Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ in a state of
"Endless consciousness" and boundless joy.
Arthur B. Nyanfor
Arthur B. Nyanfor - February 20, 2014 at 07:52 PM

SS

SSM Faculty and Staff purchased the Simply Elegant
Spathiphyllum for the family of Dr. William J. Larkin Jr.

SSM Faculty and Staff - February 20, 2014 at 11:30 AM

IS

One of the great heroes of the faith was Dr. Larkin. I was happy to be his student.
He was man of God with great insights from the word. A wonderful servant of God
with great humility. Pastor Indar Ted Singh
Indar Singh - February 20, 2014 at 09:43 AM

SG

Dr. Larkin was one of my favorite teachers when I was in grad school in the mid1980s. I remember him as a gifted teacher and a kind, humble, and brilliant man.
Susan Harris Gonzalez
Susan Gonzalez - February 20, 2014 at 09:42 AM

RJ

Dr. Larkin was a great inspiration and example of godliness. I was blessed to sit
in his informative classes that have shaped my ministry and life since. His humility
shined regularly as he would ask the class if we were finding value in what we
were doing. His study of the prayers of Jesus has shaped my devotional life. As
my adviser he gave practical, wise counsel in ministry and academic direction. I
could give many more examples for why I am so very thankful for the life and
ministry of William Larkin. Praise God for how he used this wonderful man. He will
be greatly missed.
Rev. Russell Jeffares
Russell Jeffares - February 20, 2014 at 09:41 AM



A New Sunrise Spray was purchased for the family of Dr.
William J. Larkin Jr.

February 20, 2014 at 09:11 AM

FH

Dr. Larkin was as loving as he was brilliant, which is saying a lot. I'm not the only
one by far to say this, but I would not be as passionately committed to the gospel
if it weren't for Dr. Larkin and his challenging and encouraging work with
ministerial students such as I. I hope to have 1/10th of the impact Dr. Larkin has
had for Christ's kingdom!
Fred Hope - February 20, 2014 at 08:06 AM

JK

I thank the Lord for the privilege of studying under Dr. Larkin. He was tough and
his towering intellect, scholastic discipline, and depth of Biblical insight could be
intimidating. Yet he was one of the most gentle and caring souls one will ever
meet. Through the decades of life and ministry since my time in his courses I
have carried with me insights and disciplines God used Dr. Larkin to invest into
my life. I praise God for this devoted and faithful servant of the Lord.
John Kitchen - February 20, 2014 at 06:59 AM

TP

Remembering Dr. Bill Larkin

Dear Dr. Larkin, You equipped me well to Know him and Make Him known among
the Hindus in India. I praise God for your life. For the last 18 years we have been
in North India serving the King. Having 5 U.S Passport at home, it is not that easy
to stay in North India with the extreme climate and Sevier opposition to the
Gospel. Your labor in the Lord is not in vain. Yesterday in our Living room by the
Grace of God I was able to lead two young boys ( age 18) to the Lord. One guy’s
father committed suicide, the other guys father ran away from home. It was very
hard to explaining them God as a loving father just like our father. But Dr. Larikin,
your teaching about God as a loving father was an encouragement to share the
Gospel with these youngsters.
I remember in your Book of Acts class, talking about Election and predestination.
You were so convinced about Election, then I told you that if that is the case I
don’t need to go to India to preach the Gospel, by a house near the Lake Murray
and stay. Then you closed your Bible and looked at me and said, “ Thilak You
must go to India and share the Gospel to everyone , because we don’t whom the
Lord called”
Thank you so much for the Book of Acts Commentary you wrote, and you gave
me one book as a gift and you wrote, “ To Thilak, with gratitude for your heart for
the Gospel” (Acts 16:31) 12-14-1995. I wanted to come and meet you in the
summer when we come to U.S, but we will meet you in a better place one day
where there is no snow or electricity problem.
Your Student
Thilak Pappu, New Delhi, India . thilakpappu@gmail.com
Thilak Pappu - February 20, 2014 at 06:56 AM



Sympathy Fruits Abound was purchased for the family of Dr.
William J. Larkin Jr.

February 20, 2014 at 12:19 AM

DC

When I first arrived at CIU I hadn't met Dr. Larkin and didn't know what he looked
like. I would later have him for a professor and be blessed by his wonderful gift of
teaching. But that first day as I sat down in the cafeteria I didn't know who the
man who asked to sit across from me was. I said, "Hi, I'm Dave" and he said,
"Nice to meet you, I'm Bill!" Something about his bearing led me to believe he
was a cafeteria worker. We started having the nicest conversation and I knew I
was with a very godly and humble man. Then another student came up and said,
"Morning, Dr. Larkin!" I've always remembered that moment since I learned that
we never have to put on airs to try and impress anyone with our position. All that
matters is humble devotion to Christ!
Dave Cox - February 20, 2014 at 12:17 AM

PL

Dr. Larkin was a special man of God that God placed in my life while I was
studying at Columbia International University (CIU).
I was transferring my degree from Master of Divinity in Global Studies to Master
of Divinity in Ministry Leadership, and Dr. Larkin was assigned to me as my new
program advisor. Honestly, at the beginning I was afraid to be his advisee
because I had heard that his standard and expectation for his students were very
high. However, I accepted it without asking for a change, believing that God’s
hand was there and that He had a special plan and purpose for me. And I am so
glad that I really did not ask for a change, or I might regret forever for not having
such a great professor as my academic advisor.
I admire so much his persistence in reading, studying, interpreting and applying
the Word of God faithfully. I learned so much from the lectures and commentaries
of this world-class scholar. Each hour of his class was so much invaluable as it
was out of his lifelong learning and more than 30 years of teaching experience.
Sometimes we had different biblical or ministry views, such as women leadership,
but he would not force me to change mine to his. He would truly and firmly teach
me what he understood from the Scriptures, and then allow me to make my own
decision and respect it.
I also appreciate so much his care and concern about me. Without any formal
appointment, we had had lunch together at CIU cafeteria many times. He did not
put up any airs and never tried to impress anyone. Instead, he was very
personable and very approachable. He genuinely showed his interest in me and
always prayed for my academic performance and my ministry development.
Before I graduated, I had one last meal with him. I asked him to kindly tell me
what he saw in me, both good and bad, and he said that I had a lot of rich
ministry knowledge and experience but gently admonished me to be more
listening and understanding about what others said and did. I sincerely thanked
him for his kind words because I was really not aware of it.
I believe all his colleagues and students could witness that he was a very humble
and meek servant of God. As his advisee, my last conversation with him was
about how I could be so humble and meek like him. He thought for a second and
then told me to remember that everything we received was the grace of God. I will
never forget this truth.
Dr. Larkin, I miss you, and I look forward to seeing you with our Lord in heaven
one day!
Phoebe Liu
Phoebe Liu - February 20, 2014 at 12:10 AM

PL

Sorry, I meant to say that "He did not put on any airs" and did not mean to say that "He
did not put up any airs".
Phoebe Liu - February 20, 2014 at 01:39 AM

PH

Thank you for this beautiful tribute, Phoebe. Yes, it is truly all by God's grace.
Priscilla Larkin Harris - February 20, 2014 at 03:40 PM

SY

Dr Larkin was also my advisor when I came to CIU all the way from Hong Kong, I
was much blessed by his classes in NT and Greek. One time he also invited to
his home. These all meant so much to me. Now I am a pastor. His teaching and
life modeling helps me to lay a firm foundation to serve. I remember one time I
discussed with him about my courses register. He thought that becuase I did not
take it seriously and carefully that I made a mistake. So he condemned me. Next
time when we met again, he found out it's a misunderstanding, he sincerely
apologized to me at once. I was much surprise to this. I am going to miss him. But
one day, I will see you again, Dr. Larkin!
Sue Yau
Sue Yau - February 19, 2014 at 10:34 PM

PB

Our prayers and thoughts are with you during this time. Dr.
Larkin was a great Professor at CIU. Always teaching with
a humble and dee;p love for the Word of God.

Patsy Brown - February 19, 2014 at 09:36 PM

PM

I was not blessed to take a class with Dr. Larkin, as I didn't study at CIU, but I
have worked there for almost 10 years now and remember his smile, his words of
encouragement, his quiet strong humble personality. He touched my heart deeply.
I will be praying for each of you during this time. Know that he was loved by many
and will be sorely missed. Peggy Lee Manoogian
Peggy Lee Manoogian - February 19, 2014 at 08:38 PM

DS

Edna, I am thrilled for Bill--he has been "swallowed up by life"--but I am terribly
sorry for you. Josh Wheeler just sent me the news of Bill's home-going. I imagine
his welcome into heaven was a wonderfully loud affair--with trumpets and harps
and all kinds of percussion--but hopefully no clarinets. :) I will pray for your
comfort, Bill's celebration, and God's glory on Saturday. Always 2nd chair when
compared to you, Doug Schoen.
Dr. Doug Schoen - February 19, 2014 at 08:31 PM

PH

Dr. Larkin has always held a special place in my heart. Never a more
compassionate, brilliant, servant of God. I loved his class "The Acts of the
Apostles." AS someone else has mentioned, he taught with his Greek NT and
was so so good!! I am praying for his family at this time!
Pam Herrington - February 19, 2014 at 03:30 PM

Dr. Larkin was my academic Advisor at CIU. He was intelligent, caring and
dedicated to teaching students to use and engage scripture with the whole
hearts. Even when the students came out of left field with opinions and projects
he was patient and kind to them in every way. He will be greatly missed. Thank
you Dr. Larkin.
Daniel McGregor - February 19, 2014 at 02:48 PM

AS

I eagerly signed up for as many Dr. Larkin courses I could fit into my CBS
schedule back in 1987-88. His classes were the best! Dr. Larkin would teach the
Acts of the Apostles with his Greek New Testament in hand (not an English
translation). I also remember him carrying an armful of books from the CIU library
to his car and would wonder to myself, "Wow, I wonder what book he is working
on this month?" Several years later I visited the campus and was so pleased to
reconnect after chapel. He was humble as usual, taking a genuine interest in my
ministry. I am so grateful for his scholarly mind and godly example and send my
deepest sympathy to his family.
Andrew Schaeffer - February 19, 2014 at 11:54 AM

